Attachment A

GLBT Harassment and Violence: Examples from Reports to ACON’s Lesbian & Gay Anti-Violence Project (AVP)

Sydney metro, 2009
Victims (gay male couple) were in a pub in Seven Hills when one was called a “faggot” by a customer. The victims said, “I don’t even know you”, whereby the perpetrator ran at him. Security grabbed the perpetrator and ejected him from the pub.

About 30-60 minutes later, the victims were leaving the pub. They were attacked by the perpetrator with two others, who shouted “get the faggots.” Full beer bottles were thrown at the victims, and a bottle was smashed over the back of one of the victims’ head. The other victim was attacked with an iron bar and kicked.

One of the victims was detained in hospital for monitoring, while his partner who had been attacked with the iron bar sustained a fractured skull and was in intensive care for a period of time.
Sydney metro, 2009 – ongoing
Harassment was being experienced by two households either side of the perpetrator and his female partner. On one side was a lesbian couple, and on the other was a gay male.
The harassment took the form of verbal abuse, stalking and general anti-social behaviour. The perpetrators also involved their young son in the abuse.

The male perpetrator generally and loudly referred to being surrounded by “shits and bitches”, and referred to the lesbian couple as “hating men,” and that the father of the couple’s son as a “premature ejaculator.”

The male neighbour has been referred to loudly as "big girl's blouse", "masturbator, premature ejaculator", “voyeur”, “queer,” and, "he gets all these young boys and f***s them up the arse." This abuse frequently involves the perpetrator’s young son, who is encouraged to join in.
Sydney metro, 2010
A lesbian couple were punched by a man while shopping in Coles in Penrith. The man was described as being approx 190cm tall, late 30’s and “huge” with “no fat on him.” The lesbian couple were between 18-25 years old.
The incident started with an exchange between the perpetrator’s wife and the victims. The perpetrator then threatened to punch the victims in the mouth. They countered with “You would hit two girls?” to which the perpetrator responded “F***ing oath I would.” The perpetrator said, “If you are going to dress like a bloke I will punch you out like a bloke, f***ing dykes!", and carried out his threat.
He punched one of the women in the jaw, breaking two of her teeth. His wife also attacked the young woman. He also punched the other young woman in the jaw and throat as another, much slighter man tried to restrain him.
The perpetrator was carrying his newborn baby while carrying out these attacks.

The victims suffered physical injuries, post-traumatic stress and live in fear of being targeted again.
Sydney, 2008 – 2010

After a ‘drinking friend’ of the victim learned that he was gay, he started harassing, verbally abusing, intimidating, and once pushed him to the floor. He has left abusive and threatening phone messages on the victim’s mobile phone.

The messages and threats included, “You faggot, watch your back”.

Sydney metro, 1990s to present

The victim has endured 20 years of homophobic abuse from his neighbour. He has received taunts such as, "All poofters should be killed at birth"; "Why don't you poofters drop dead of AIDS?", "AIDS poofters" etc.

The victim has taken several AVOs against this neighbour and has had him charged with malicious damage.

For the past two years the victim has been on a disability support pension, and is currently on anti-depressants. He dreads venturing as far as his front yard because of the fear of the abuse from his neighbour.

Northern Rivers, 2009
The victim was an openly gay man and a former police officer from WA. He was introduced to the perpetrator at a pub in Nimbin by a mutual friend. At the end of the evening, there was a hostile verbal exchange between the perpetrator and victim. The perpetrator said to the victim that he was “a sick c**t” and “you think you can f**k guys and come around to our pub”. This resulted in the victim being threatened verbally by the perpetrator after the victim attempted to diffuse the situation by teasing the perpetrator.
When the victim arrived home, the perpetrator was waiting for him. He sprinted up to the victim and began punching him in the head. When the victim fell to the ground, he was severely kicked. A friend of the victim was also kicked in the head by the perpetrator. The perpetrator kept saying while kicking the victim, “die you c**t.”

The perpetrator was found guilty of assault and causing bodily harm.
